LSUHSC April 14, 2026, Staff Senate Minutes 
2pm meeting  Lions Eye Center 130 and Zoom
Senators present included:
School of Allied Health 
Pam Galindo 
Wilbert Johnson  
School of Dentistry 
Michele Holmes
Michael Boutte
School of Graduate Studies
Cody Palazzolo
School of Medicine 
	 Brandi Donelon

	Treva Durr      

	Cecilia Estep

	Amy Gray

	Patricia Oates  President    

	Louie Schneider


School of Nursing 
	Brian “Nic” Manuel    

	 Dusty Pigg


School of Public Health 
Toya D. Shanklin    
Division of the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs  
	Troylyn Billew

	Rashantis Gray

	Tonika Lockhart Mackie    
 Ivy Strong



Divisions of the Vice Chancellor for Administration & Finance + Chancellor Admin  
Registered proxies included:
	Kyle Walker  Secretary    

	Jessica Riche    




Senator Patty Oates called the Meeting to Order at 2:00pm 

Invited Speakers / Special Presentations 

A. Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
i. Rashantis Gray  read Dr. Porche’s report 
1. Correction: 70 Promotion and Tenure packets were sent to Baton Rouge in March; the number of 112 given in March VCAA report was wrong
2. University Registrar Search committee formed, position posted
3. Digital Badge Task Force working on policy
4. CM75 adopted and revised
5. SOM Reorganization was approved by Board of Regents at March meeting
6. Dr. Scott Edwards will present "Intersection of Substance Use with Chronic Disease in Vulnerable Populations" at the April Board of Supervisors meeting in Baton Rouge. 
7. Pre-Commencement Dates/Times - NOTE:   The Lakefront Arena has a clear bag policy. Clear bags no larger than 12"x6"x12" and small handheld bags no larger than 5"x7" are permitted.
a. Allied Health -May 13, 10:00 am -  Lion's Building, Room 130
b. Dentistry - May 13, 3:30 pm- Lakefront Arena
c. Graduate Studies - May 12, 11:00 am - HDC Room 335
d. Medicine - May 13, noon - Lakefront Arena
e. Nursing - May 13, 8:30 am - Lakefront Arena
f. Public Health - May 13, 9:30 am - HDC Room 335
8. Commencement  
a. May 14, 10:00 am - Lakefront Arena - doors open at 9:00am
Senator Kyle Walker motioned to approve the March 2026 Minutes. The motion was seconded by Senator Jessica Riche and passed unanimously.
President's Report 
1. Resolution for the tuition discount for spouses and dependents of LSUHSC staff has been sent up to be voted on and an email will be sent once it is approved.
2. Join us for Cupcakes and raffles to celebrate Staff Appreciation on Thursday April 16 at 1:30 in Lion’s Eye 130. 
3. Skincare festival Wednesday April 15 1-2pm
4. Self Defense Class-   If you want to participate in the class, send an email to MMReplies-Poates@lsuhsc.edu   25 participants can attend each class.  
5. Read notes of appreciation from Dr. Guzick, the Dean’s and department leaders. 

Committee Reports: 
Communications –Co-Chair- Kyle Walker 
1. Check the website for agendas, meeting minutes and event information

Community Engagement and Development- Chair: Patty Oates
1. Staff Appreciation 
a. The Foundation donated funds for donuts that were sent to the offsite campus.  
b. Campus Federal Credit Union donated funds for cupcakes and raffle items.
c. Thank you Sponsors for supporting our Staff Appreciation recognition events.
Elections – Chair: Patty Oates
1. Carl Klutz is the newest Senator from Public Health

Staff Advocacy and Retention- Chair: Michele Holmes 
1. Digital signs provide information regarding AED’s  
2. New Orientation will feature Staff Senate  
3. Developing a digital sign remembrance to honor employees 

Meeting adjourned at 2:20 pm by President Patty Oates
